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easy to determine in each particular case either the
origin or character of this teaching.

In the writings ofKabir three thoughts seem to
underlie such teaching (i) All thought is expressed
in language, (2) Every letter of the alphabet, as a
constituent part of language, has significance, and
(3) The plurality of letters and words now in use
will appear as one, when the May^i that deludes
men in their present condition shall have been over-
come. The two-lettered Ram seems to Kablr the
nearest approach in this world to the unity of Truth
or the letterless one.

A distinguished Sanskrit scholar explained to
me the Hindti conception of Shabda somewhat in
this way. Man desires knowledge. Knowledge is
obtainable by means of (i) Perception and (2) Infer-
ence. These two channels are acknowledged by
all and to them are added by some (3) S^a&da, sound
(including the voice of the teacher ?) and (4) JJyar-
nam or reasoning by analogy.

By Mimansists all verbal information is regarded
as authoritative in itself, unless it can be shown to
be derived from a corrupt source. Those who deny
that the VedS.s are eternal or self-derived should
prove that the source from which they are derived
is tainted. The Mimansists do not believe in a per-
sonal God but there are others who accept this
teaching and also believe in the personality of
God. Such regard the Vedas as a God-given
revelation.